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WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?

Biological diversity is the variety of life
forms within different ecosystems on
Earth.

Biodiversity has been scientifically
identified at three levels:

> diversity of genes within a species
> diversity among species in an ecosystem

> ecosystem diversity
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DOMESTIC BIODIVERSITY

Domestic biodiversity is linked to human
activities and behaviour.

Over the past decades a large number of local
old breeds and traditional varieties have been
replaced by modern ones, more interesting
from an economic and productive point of
view.

Today, even if in small amount and often
threatened with extinction, indigenous
genetic resources are being assessed and
recovered thanks to researchers, farmers
and local government actions._
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BIODIVERSITY & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

WHAT SHOULD BE THE AGENDA OF A LOCAL
GOVERNMENT TO SAFEGUARD DOMESTIC
BIODIVERSITY?

It should support the creation of a network of
farmers, institutions and researchers

]

To assess existing indigenous resources
survived in rural areas

and

To promote initiatives to recover and use
these beings.
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PROJECT: Agro-biodiversity preservation in
the Parma area

Since 2005 Provincia di Parma (local government)
has been co-ordinating a project aiming to recover
and develop indigenous genetic resources,
promoting 3 main activities:

> a census of existing indigenous genetic resources
survived in rural areas;

> a network of farmers willing to safeguard local
biodiversity;

> spread knowledge and information about the
value, taste and history of local genetic resources.
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WORKING GROUP

Working group members are:

> Lead partner: Provincia di Parma-Department
of Agriculture

> Stuard Agro-Experimental Farm - Parma

> Equa s.r.l. - Parma

> Istituto Tecnico Agrario F. Bocchialini
(Agricultural High School) - Parma

> University of Parma - Department of Veterinary
Science
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RESULTS: CENSUS

In 2006 the census of existing local old breeds,
traditional vegetables and fruit varieties in the local
area was started.

Census was conducted thanks to actual
involvement of local farmers and hobby
farmers.

To insure the authenticity of recovered fruits and
vegetables and to improve their available quantity,
Stuard Agro-Experimental Farm and Istituto
Bocchialini prepared demonstration trials to
resow every year.

The Department of Veterinary Science supplied and
delivered local poultry breed to farmers.
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RESULTS: NETWORK

At the end of 2007, the number of “farm
keepers” (the farmers involved in the project)

subscribing to the project were about 100.
17 of them run educational farms,

27 of them run organic farms and

10 of them run holiday farms

Farm keepers
already
possessing or
receiving genetic
material have to
subscribe a
Preservation
Agreement.

They also declare
themselves
available to host
information
activities and
distribute info
material.
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RESULTS: INFORMATION

Different breeds and plant varieties have been photographed

and described.
Most of them have been collected in

“The book on Agro-biodiversity in the Parma province”
At the end of 2008 about 75 items will be collected.
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The book on Agro-biodiversity in the Parma province.
Card sample
Front Rear
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CONCLUSION 1/2

In 2005 Provincia di Parma started the project
in order to recover and enhance ancient breeds
and local varieties risking extinction.

If a few local varieties of fruit trees and animal
breeds succeeded surviving, it is only thanks to
the commitment of a few keen farmers and
researchers.

Many efforts are being carried out in order to distribute
different plants, mainly vegetable garden plants, and animals
risking extinction.

Farmers owning local old breeds and traditional

varieties included in the Emilia-Romagna Region’s list, are
eligible to get rural development programme funds.
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CONCLUSION 2/2

Recuperating genetic resources at the local level has also
meant, in many cases, going back to traditional recipes and
uses.

Many requests for information have been received from
consumers and citizens interested in this revival of ancient
traditions.

Among recovered species, a relevant

recent comeback is the Parma Black swine,

whose genetic features were present in some

herds found in the Apennines.

Accurate selection has led to a pure black swine breed
which is recorded in the official Swine Registry.

Farmers partecipating in the project on agro-biodiversity are
helping preserve local biodiversity and, by making typical
products available on the market, they also provide a new
source of income for their agricultural companies.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND
ATTENTION

Provincia di Parma - Assessorato Agricoltura e Alimentazione
P.le Barezzi, 3 - 43100 Parma
e-mail: agricoltura@provincia.parma.it



